
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Thursday, 21 October 2021] 

 p4662c-4663a 
Mr John Carey 

 [1] 

MAKING A DIFFERENCE AWARD 
Statement by Minister for Local Government 

MR J.N. CAREY (Perth — Minister for Local Government) [9.13 am]: I am pleased to inform the house that last 
Friday I attended the Awards Australia Western Australian Community Achievement Awards at the Hyatt Regency 
Perth where I presented the Department of Local Government, Sport and Cultural Industries Making a Difference 
Award. The community achievement awards are designed to encourage, recognise and reward the valuable 
contributions individuals, communities, local governments and businesses are making throughout regional and 
rural Western Australia. In 2019, the Department of Local Government, Sport and Cultural Industries developed 
the Making a Difference Award and has sponsored this award since its inception. 
The Making a Difference Award recognises local governments that are driving activities, programs and initiatives 
that promote positive outcomes and make a difference in regional communities. The winner of the 2021 Making 
a Difference Award was the ripper local small council, the Shire of Bruce Rock. I love Bruce Rock! In March 2020, 
at the height of the COVID-19 pandemic, a fire tragically destroyed Bruce Rock’s only supermarket and hardware 
store. With elderly residents and community members isolating and in need of delivered supplies to the town, this 
vital community service was gone. The shire acted swiftly and established and ran a temporary supermarket in the 
shire hall. I have visited the Shire of Bruce Rock and was amazed at its community spirit, can-do attitude and the 
shire’s positive culture and dedication to community. Indeed, all the nominees are examples of local governments 
that are trying to do things differently, innovating and rising to meet the unique challenges they were faced with 
in what was a difficult year due to the pandemic. 
I applaud the nominees and in particular the Shire of Bruce Rock for creating a positive culture that values a sense of 
community. This is what we want to see in local government. The Shire of Bruce Rock is an outstanding example of 
the best of what local government can be. Thriving local governments understand that a sense of community and 
social connection has a profound impact on people’s lives and the liveability of the town or city. I would like to again 
congratulate the Shire of Bruce Rock for its achievement in being awarded the Making a Difference Award for 2021. 
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